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S.B. NO. 2 l 5 D  
THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 2012 

JAN 1 9 2012 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. The purpose of this bill is to clarify and 

update the authority of the county fire chief to review plans 

and specifications for the construction, alteration and other 

installations for buildings or properties. This section of 

statute used language that was applicable over thirty years ago. 

Building occupancies and classifications have since changed and 

each county fire chief’s plans review authority varies depending 

on agreements with their respective building officials. This 

Act broadly defines the fire chief’s jurisdictional authority to 

review building plans for all counties. 

SECTION 2. Section 132-9, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

“Sl32-9 Submission of building plans for approval. 

I Slilllllll I I1111 HlllllllllllllllI I lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllll 



Page 2 S.B. NO. Z U b  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

SB LRB 12-0524.doc 2 



Page 3 S.B. NO.zrSD 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

(a) The county fire chief may require plans, documentation to 

show compliance with the fire code, and fire and life safety 

standards for the followinu: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Construction, alteration, rehabilitation, or addition 

to any building, structure, or property; 

Change in use of buildings or property, or change in 

occupancy; and 

Installation or alteration of any procedures, 

equipment, property or structure for any life safety 

or fire protection systems that includes, but is not 

limited to, one- and two-family dwellings. 

(b) No work shall be authorized or commenced before the 

building plans and specifications are approved by the county 

fire chief and other agencies having jurisdiction, and the 

issuance of reuuired Dermits. 

- (c) This section shall be applicable to the State [&I, - 

the counties, and other municipal subdivisions, and their 

officers, as well as to private persons." 
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1 SECTION 3. This Act shall apply to any building plans 

2 submitted for the approval of a respective fire chief after the 

3 effective date of this Act. 

4 SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

5 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

6 SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
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R e p o r t  T i t l e :  
State Fire Council Package; Fire Chief; Authority; Building 
Plans 

D e s c r i p t i o n  : 
Authorizes the county fire chief to require plans and 
documentation to show compliance with fire code and fire and 
life safety standards for the construction, alteration, 
rehabilitation, or addition to any building, structure, or 
property; change in use of buildings, property, or occupancy; 
and installation or alteration of any procedures, equipment, 
property, or structure for any life safety or fire protection 
systems. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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